
 

 

 

Receptionist at youth hostel Language 
mediator 

Geography teacher 

Greets you, wants to know if he can 
help.  �   

 
� 
 

Begrüßt den Herbergsvater und möchte 
sich und seine Klasse vorstellen. Sagt, 
dass er für 13 Schüler, 12 Schülerinnen 
und 2 Lehrer Zimmer gebucht habe. 

Remembers the booking, but has to 
check. Little problem: 13 boys, rooms 
have only got 6 beds; one boy 
shouldn’t be alone in a room.  

�   

 
� Erinnert daran, dass bei der Buchung die 

korrekte Schülerzahl übermittelt wurde 
und fragt, wie das passieren konnte. 

Is very sorry about mistake, maybe 
new secretary made a mistake; wants 
to find a solution to the problem.  

�   

 
� Fragt nach, was genau man da machen 

kann.  

Group from France just cancelled this 
morning; now two smaller rooms 
available; suggests 3 rooms: one room 
for 6 boys; one for 4 boys and another 
room for 3 boys; no extra costs as 
mistake was made by secretary.  

�   

 
� Bedankt sich für die Hilfe und fragt, wann 

die Zimmer bezogen werden können. 

Will show the rooms now; wishes 
teacher and students a nice stay in 
London. 

�   



Mixed	tenses	-	future	

• Look out for signal words and understand the meaning of the sentence first.  

• Decide on an appropriate tense – will / going to / simple present.  

• Write the correct sentence in your exercise book.  

What (do) in the summer holidays? Do you have plans? – Yeah, I (go) to Italy. I booked it last week and 
everything is fixed. My plane (leave) on the 1st of August at 9.50 pm. I think I (have) a great time. What 
about you? – Well, I don’t know. But I (meet) Dana tonight and we (make) some concrete plans. I’m sure 
she (have) great ideas.  

Hey, can you tell me about the score of the football game? – Sure, it’s 3-0 for Manchester and there are 
only two minutes left, so they (win). – Ok, hurry up after the game has finished. We (go) to cinema with Ben 
and Janine at eight!  

Why are you so nervous? – Well, this exam is very important and I’m afraid I (fail). Aren’t you nervous? – 
No, I (not/be). I didn’t learn anything for it, so I already know that I (fail). – I see. Anyway, let’s hurry up. The 
lesson (start) at 9.30!  

Jim is in bed, he has got a headache and his nose is running. He (not/be) in school tomorrow. Maybe he 
(return) on Friday, but I’m not sure. He (see) the doctor tomorrow morning and I (call) you as soon as we 
come home, I promise! 

 

Mixed	tenses	past	and	present	

• Look out for signal words and understand the meaning of the sentence first.  

• Decide on an appropriate tense – simple present / present progressive / simple past / past 

progressive  

• Write the correct sentence in your exercise book.  

 

Last week Tom (read) while Amely (watch) a documentary on TV. Usually Tom (watch) TV and Amely 

(read) books.  

Every day Marvin (come) home, (switch) on the computer and (check) his emails. After that he (have) lunch 

and (sleep) for an hour. But yesterday he (be) sick, he (lie) in bed and (watch) movies all day.  

Last night a thief (sneak) into our house, (steal) the jewels and (leave) without a trace. Now the police (talk) 

to the neighbors. Mr. and Mrs. Miller might have seen the thief. They always (walk) their dog Timmy late at 

night. Timmy (be) really cute; I (love) him.  

While Mr. Bracher (try) to explain the tenses to form 10c last Thursday, Karim and Mohammed (talk) about 

football. At the same time, Cora (think) about going to a disco because she (like) dancing.  



Listen! The kids (sing). Yesterday they (sing) at 10 pm, so I (call) their parents and (tell) them to stop. – 

How (they/react)? – They (not/react) at all; they (hang up) the phone.  

Last summer holidays we (do) a sight-seeing tour while our friends (lie) on the beach. They (be) so lame! 

We always (call) them on the weekend but they (not/want) to go out anymore.   

When I was younger I (play) the flute and the piano but I (stop) a few years ago. My mum always (tell) me 

that I should start again, but I (not/listen) to her. She (not/play) an instrument either!  

 



Detroit:	then	and	now	

The city of Detroit, in the USA, was once compared to Paris. It had a 
broad river, grand boulevards and historically significant architecture. 
Then, in the 20th century, it became ‘Motor City’. For a time, most of 
the world’s cars were made here. There was steady work and a good 
salary in the motor industry. An autoworker could own a home, plus a 
boat, maybe even a holiday cottage. Some say America’s middle class was born in Detroit – new highways 
certainly made it easy for workers to move from the city centre to the suburbs in the 1950s. But in the early 
years of the 21st century, Detroit became America’s poorest big city. In less than five decades, the once 
vibrant Motor City lost more than half its population. It gained a reputation as a failed city, full of 
abandoned buildings, widespread poverty and crime. Newspapers and magazines told stories of derelict 
homes and deserted streets. Photographers even went especially to Detroit to record the strange beauty of 
buildings and city blocks where nature was taking over again. What went wrong in Detroit? 

The city is now 69th in population density (people per square mile) among US cities. Detroit’s population 
fell for several reasons. Partly it was because people moved to the suburbs in the 1950s. Then there were 
devastating race riots in 1967, which scared even more people away from the city. Then there was the 
dramatic decline in car manufacture as companies like General Motors and Chrysler struggled to survive. 
And finally, in 2008, came the global financial crisis. The problem of Detroit was basic but hard to solve. 
Many of Detroit’s people are poor: half of the city’s households live on less than 25,000 dollars a year. They 
are spread across different neighbourhoods of this huge city (it’s big enough to fit in Manhattan, Boston and 
San Francisco). 

In 2013, the city did something unusual: it declared itself bankrupt. It was the largest city bankruptcy in US 
history, estimated at 18-20 billion dollars. Now that the city is free of debt, it has money to do some of what 
needs to be done. It has replaced about 40,000 streetlights so that places feel safer. Police response time has 
shrunk from almost an hour to less than 20 minutes. And roughly a hundred empty houses are demolished 
each week to make space for new buildings. With the nation’s biggest urban bankruptcy behind it, Detroit is 
also attracting investors, innovators and young adventurers. New businesses have been encouraged with the 
New Economy Initiative. This gave grants of 10,000 dollars to each of 30 winners with ideas for small 
businesses. It seems that every week a new business opens in Detroit – grocery stores, juice bars, coffee 
shops, even bicycle makers. Finally, the city is working again. 

Glossary 
 
boulevard (n) a wide street, usually with trees along the sides 
derelict (adj) completely in ruins 
race riot (n) violent public actions between groups of people with different racial identities 
bankrupt (adj) unable to stay in business because of debts 
 
Keywords:  
 
abandoned (adj) left empty  
basic (adj) not difficult to understand and with no special features  
decline (n) continuous decrease in the number, value, quality, etc. of something 
demolish (v) to destroy something completely, especially a building, in order to use the land for another purpose  
deserted (adj) used to describe a place that has no people in it  
devastating (adj) causing a lot of damage or hardship  
failed (adj) completely unsuccessful  
grand (adj) large and impressive  
household (n) all the people living together in a house  
shrink  (v) to become less or smaller  
widespread (adj) existing or happening in many places  



Reading comprehension:  
Read the article and choose the correct option.  
 
1. Detroit is a city ...  
that has had several identities.  
where the population grew very rapidly.  
with a massive crime problem.  
2. Detroit ...  
is not able to recover from its past problems.  
is richer now than it has ever been.  
seems to have a better future ahead.  
Read the article again and choose the correct option.  
3. Why was Detroit known as 'Motor City'?  
because of all the roads that were built  
because of its connections to Paris  
because of the type of industry there  
4. According to the first paragraph, factory workers ...  
had a high standard of living  
had to travel a long way to work  
took regular holidays  
5. What defined Detroit at the start of the 21st century?   
cars  
poverty  
the suburbs  
6. Which statement is true, according to the second paragraph?  
The change in Detroit happened relatively quickly.  
The environment was important for Detroit’s population.  
The media showed a false picture of Detroit and its people.  
7. Why did people leave Detroit?  
Because too many people lived in the suburbs.  
The motor industry moved to a new area.  
There was a combination of causes.  
8. The main problems facing Detroit were ...  
financial.  
environmental.  
social.  
9. How did bankruptcy affect the city?  
It allowed it to make a new start.  
It gave it an important place in history.  
It meant Detroit could spend billions of dollars.  
10. Which statement is true?  
Bankruptcy makes it hard for new businesses in Detroit.  
Detroit today is attractive to small businesses.  
Old industries want to return to Detroit. 
 
Correct the following statements. Write full sentences in your exercise book.  
 
In the 20th century, autoworkers didn’t earn a lot of money.  
Detroit’s population increased in the 21st century.  
The riots started because people were dissatisfied with their job situations.  
In 2013 the financial situation of the city became better.  
The city invested money in new houses and factories. 



 
 

 

 

Read the story and then do these exercises to check your understanding. 

 

1. Check your understanding: true or false  

Circle True or False for these sentences.  

1. All the passengers were enjoying the cruise. True False 

2. The passengers complained about the weather. True False 

3. The chief engineer was often in a bad mood. True False 

4. When the ship stopped, the captain drank his coffee. True False 

5. The ship's propeller was caught on a big chain. True False 

6. The propeller blades were damaged by the chain. True False 

7. The place where the ship stopped was beautiful. True False 

8. After they got the chain free it dropped into the sea. True False 

9. It took only a few minutes to pull the chain onto the boat. True False 

10. Finally the captain realised why the sea level was going down. True False 

 

2. Check your understanding: matching  

Match the two sentence halves and write a–e next to the number 1–5.  

1…….. If the ship hadn’t stopped, a. the sea level wouldn’t have dropped. 

2…….. If the engineer hadn’t acted quickly, b. the captain wouldn’t have spilled his coffee. 

3…….. If the ship hadn’t stopped in a beautiful place, c. 
the propeller blades would have been 

damaged. 

4…….. If the crew hadn’t pulled the chain,  d. it could have been worse. 

5…….. If they hadn’t pulled out the plug,  e. they wouldn’t have found the plug. 

 

Discussion 

Did you enjoy the story?  

Have you ever been on a cruise ship? 

If so, did you enjoy it? If not, would you like to? 

 

Literature UK: Chain Reaction – exercises  



 
 

  

 

Would you like to go on a cruise? This short story is set on a cruise ship and has a very funny 

ending. 

 

Do this preparation exercise first and then read the story. 

 

Preparation 

Match the vocabulary with the correct definition and write a–h next to the number 1–8.  

1…….. a holiday at sea on a large ship a. a propeller 

2…….. a round metal blade for driving a ship b. captain 

3…….. a small hotel room on board a ship c. a cruise 

4…….. the floor of a ship – outside d. the crew 

5…….. the person in charge of a ship e. a cabin 

6…….. a person who watches the sea and ships near the coast f. deck 

7…….. all the people working on a ship g. a passenger 

8…….. a person travelling by ship, bus, etc. h. a coastguard 

 

 

Chain Reaction 

by Louise Cooper 

 

Everyone was enjoying the cruise. The weather 

was warm and sunny, the sea was calm, and the 

passengers hadn't complained about anything, 

which was unusual. Even the chief engineer 

wasn't bad-tempered, which was very unusual. 

Until, one morning, the ship suddenly stopped. 

'What's going on?' roared the captain from the 

bridge. The jolt had spilled his morning coffee all 

over his uniform. 

'Don't know, sir!' the third mate shouted back. 

'But I think we've snagged our propeller on 

something!' 

The chief engineer hastily shut down the engines 

(which did make him bad-tempered), and the 

trouble was investigated. The propeller was 

snagged, all right. An enormous chain was 

wrapped around it, and if the engineer had not 

acted so quickly the blades would have been 

mashed beyond repair. 

'What idiot left a thundering great chain drifting 

around in the sea?' the captain growled. 

'Don't know, sir,' the third mate said again, 

gloomily. 'But it's going to take some clearing.' 

The captain sighed and looked around. It could 

have been worse, he supposed. The sea was 

dotted with small islands fringed by white 

beaches on which waves broke gently. The sun 

shone from a cloudless sky. If the purser 

Literature UK: Chain Reaction – story  



 
 

 

 

 

organised a few deck games, then with any luck 

the crew could free the propeller before the 

passengers started grumbling. 

They set to work, and by lunchtime they had 

untangled the propeller. But the captain was 

curious. The freed chain disappeared down into 

the sea, with no end in sight. Who on earth had 

put it there, and why? He wanted to find out, and 

another hour wouldn’t hurt. 

'Haul it in,' he ordered the second mate (the third 

mate was off duty by now). 'Let's find out if it's 

attached to anything. If it isn't, I'll complain to the 

local coastguards—it's a hazard to shipping!' 

The crew started to heave the chain aboard. It 

came easily enough, but there was a lot of it. Half 

an hour passed, and they were still hauling. Then 

suddenly the chain became harder to winch in. 

'I think we're nearly there, sir!' the second mate 

panted. 

The captain did not reply. He was staring at the 

nearest island. Strange… the beach looked much 

bigger than before. And the low cliffs weren't low  

 

 

 

any more, but seemed to have grown. 'Sir!' 

bawled the second mate. 'Come and look at this!' 

The captain hurried to the winch. The crew had 

reached the end of the chain. Attached to it, 

bumping and clanging against the ship's side as it 

was heaved up, was a circular object about five 

metres across. The captain frowned. It reminded 

him of something. In fact he had a thing just like 

it, though much, much smaller, in the bath in his 

private cabin. It was… 

A plug?  

He looked at the islands again. The beaches 

were getting bigger. The cliffs were getting 

higher. As if the sea level was dropping… 

'Oops…' said the captain. 

 

 

This story was selected as part of the BritLit 

project. To find out more about BritLit visit our 

TeachingEnglish website: 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/britlit 
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Wochenpläne	Englisch	Klasse	10	

Alle Übungsinhalte sind relevant für die Abschlussarbeit. Die Ergebnisbesprechung erfolgt nach den Ferien. 

Die verschiedenen Übungen findest du in den PDF-Dateien auf der Homepage. Diese solltest du nach Möglichkeit 

ausdrucken. Schreibe die Ergebnisse der Übungen ordentlich in dein Englischheft.  

  

 

 

 

 

Woche Exercise 

16.-20.3.20 

 

Vocabulary 

 

 

Übersetze alle Vokabeln zum Thema  „travelling and traffic“ aus der 

entsprechenden Liste. Verwende hierzu ein Wörterbuch oder das 

Internet (leo.org). Dies ist die Vokabelliste für die Abschlussarbeit.  

23.3.-27.3.20 

 

Grammar & Reading 

Bearbeite die Übungen zu den mixed tenses. Du benötigst hierzu 

alle tenses, die wir in diesem Schuljahr besprochen haben (past, 

present, future).  

 

Bearbeite die Übung (Detroit – Then and now) zum Leseverstehen 

und beantworte die entsprechenden Fragen.   

 

Entscheide dich für ein Thema, über das du in der mündlichen 

Prüfung die ersten 90 Sekunden sprechen möchtest. Dieses Thema 

wirst du deinem Englischlehrer/deiner Englischlehrerin nach den 

Ferien mitteilen. Überlege dir auch, mit welchem/welcher 

Mitschüler/-in du deine Prüfung absolvieren möchtest.  

30.3.-3.4. 

 

Mediation & Short story 

Bearbeite die Übung zur Mediation (At the youth hostel). Du musst 

hier sowohl von Englisch auf Deutsch als auch anders herum 

übersetzen. 

 

Lies die Kurzgeschichte „Chain reaction“ und bearbeite die 

passenden Übungen (Zwei Dateien).  


